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WELCOME  
 
St Theodore’s is an active, caring and supportive community which 
values liturgy, prayer and preaching to sustain our daily lives, as we seek 
to foster love, hope and justice to all. You are welcome here as you are, 
embraced within God’s boundless love. It is good to have you here today 
and we hope that you will feel at home. 
 
PRAYING WITH CANDLES AND STONES 
 
As you enter our church, there are two stations for prayer. One is an 
invitation to light a candle, symbolising our praying for each other before 
God. The other is an invitation to drop stones into a bowl of water, 
symbolising letting go of something (or someone) weighing us down. 
 
ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNION  
 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion and/or receive anointing 
for healing at the back. Due to Covid precautions, intinction (dipping) 
into the wine is prohibited.  
 
If you do not wish to drink the wine, we invite you to pause briefly before the 
chalice to acknowledge the sacramental presence. 
 
LIVE-STREAMING 
 
Our 9:30am Sunday Service is live-streamed on Facebook Live. During 
administration of communion, the camera is adjusted so that no one 
coming forward is visible online, but this cannot be guaranteed.  
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE SYSTEM 
 
We have a Hearing Assistance System available on Wi-Fi, usable with or 
without hearing aids. Please ask the stewards for assistance. 
 
Please email office@theodores.org to join our mailing list.
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Please stand if you wish 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: CP 157 “THE DAY OF RESURRECTION” 

 
1  The day of resurrection! 

Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness, 
the Passover of God; 
from death to life eternal, 
from earth unto the sky, 
our God hath brought us over 
with hymns of victory. 

 
2  Our hearts be pure from evil, 

that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal 
of resurrection-light; 
and, listening to his accents, 
may hear so calm and plain 
his own ‘All hail’, and, hearing, 
may raise the victor strain. 

 
3  Now let the heavens be joyful, 

and earth her song begin, 
the round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein; 
let all things seen and unseen 
their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord is risen, 
our joy that hath no end. 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 

As we gather in worship, we acknowledge the Kaurna People as the 
traditional owners and custodians of this land. 

 May we walk together in harmony in a spirit of reconciliation. 
 

Tune: Ellacombe 
Music: 18th century German Melody 
Words: St John of Damascus (d. c. 754) 
tr J M Neale (1818-1866)  
© Common Praise 2001 
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INVOCATION AND GREETING  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
† Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING SENTENCE  
 

The Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and will 
guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes. (Revelation 7.17) 
 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
KYRIES 
 
 Lord, have mercy 
 Christ, have mercy 
 Lord, have mercy 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

 Christ our Passover Lamb has been offered for us, therefore we come 
to celebrate the festival. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, with a sincere and a 
true heart. 
 
Merciful God, 

 our maker and our judge, 
 we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
   and in what we have failed to do: 
 we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
 we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
 Father, forgive us. 
 Strengthen us to love and obey you 
   in newness of life; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
  Almighty God, 

who has promised forgiveness  
to all who turn to him in faith:  

 † pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
 strengthen you in all goodness 
 and keep you in eternal life, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
  



6 

GLORIA 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
  receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High 
 Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 † in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 
 Gracious God, 

you sent Jesus, the good shepherd, 
to gather us together: 
may we not wander from his flock, 
but follow wherever he leads us, 
listening for his voice and staying near him, 
until we are safely in your fold, 
to live with you for ever; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
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FIRST READING: ACTS 9.36-43 
 

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in 
Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At 
that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid 
her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who 
heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please 
come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with them, and 
when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows 
stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 
Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them 
outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and 
said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she 
sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints 
and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This became known 
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile, he 
stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 

For the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 23 
 
Response: The Lord’s my shepherd I shall not be in want 
 

1 The Lord is my shepherd: 
therefore can I lack nothing. 

2 He will make me lie down in green pastures: 
and lead me beside still waters. R 

3 He will refresh my soul: 
and guide me in right pathways for his name’s sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: 

for you are with me, your rod and your staff comfort me. R 
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Response: The Lord’s my shepherd I shall not be in want 
 
5 You spread a table before me 

in the face of those who trouble me: 
you have anointed my head with oil, 

and my cup shall be full. 
6 Surely your goodness and loving-kindness 

will follow me all the days of my life: 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. R 

 
SECOND READING: REVELATION 7.9-17 
 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 
palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the 
Lamb!” 
 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and 
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, 12 singing, 
 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

 
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in 
white, and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are 
the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have 
come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God 
    and worship him day and night within his temple, 
    and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
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16 They will hunger no more and thirst no more; 
    the sun will not strike them, 
    nor any scorching heat, 
17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
    and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

For the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you wish 
 
GRADUAL HYMN: CP 517 “LOVING SHEPHERD OF THY SHEEP” 
 
1  Loving Shepherd of thy sheep, 

keep thy lamb, in safety keep; 
nothing can thy power withstand, 
none can pluck me from thy hand. 

 
2  Loving Saviour, thou didst give 

thine own life that we might live, 
and the hands outstretched to bless 
bear the cruel nails’ impress. 

 
3  I would praise thee every day, 

gladly all thy will obey, 
like thy blessèd ones above 
happy in thy precious love. 

 
4  Loving Shepherd, ever near, 

teach thy lamb thy voice to hear; 
suffer not my steps to stray 
from the straight and narrow way. 

 
5  Where thou leadest I would go, 

walking in thy steps below, 
till before my Father’s throne 
I shall know as I am known. 

Tune: Buckland 
Music: L G Hayne (1836-1883) 
Words: Jane E Leeson (1809-1881) 
© Common Praise 2001 
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THE GOSPEL 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

      I am the good shepherd, / says the Lord. 
I know my sheep and / mine know me. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to John 10.22-30 
 ‡ Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

22 At that time the Festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It 
was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of 
Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How 
long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us 
plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The 
works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me, 26 but you do not 
believe because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my 
voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My 
Father, in regard to what he has given me, is greater than all, and no one 
can snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” 
 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord, 
 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
The sermon is followed by a time of silence for reflection. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
Let us pray for the world and for the Church. 

 
Response: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
The prayers are followed by a time of silence for reflection.  
 
Conclusion:  

Compassionate God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 
Grant that what we have asked in faith 
we may by your grace receive, 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GREETING OF PEACE 

 
We are the body of Christ.  
His Spirit is with us. 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN: CP 138 “AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING”   
 
1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
 praise to our victorious King, 
 who hath washed us in the tide 
 flowing from his piercèd side; 
 praise we him, whose love divine 
 gives his sacred blood for wine, 
 gives his body for the feast, 
 Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
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2 Where the Paschal blood is poured, 
 death’s dark angel sheathes his sword; 
 Israel’s hosts triumphant go 
 through the wave that drowns the foe. 
 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 
 Paschal victim, Paschal bread; 
 with sincerity and love 
 eat we manna from above. 
 
3 Mighty victim from the sky, 
 hell’s fierce powers beneath thee lie; 
 thou hast conquered in the fight, 
 thou hast brought us life and light. 
 Now no more can death appal, 
 now no more the grave enthral: 
 thou hast opened paradise, 
 and in thee thy saints shall rise. 
 
4  Easter triumph, Easter joy, 
 sin alone can this destroy; 
 from sin’s power do thou set free 
 souls new-born, O Lord, in thee. 
 Hymns of glory and of praise, 
 risen Lord, to thee we raise; 
 holy Father, praise to thee, 
 with the Spirit, ever be.  
  
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

 
As the grain once scattered in the fields 
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now united on this table in bread and wine, 
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
from the corners of the earth 
into your kingdom. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Tune: St George’s Windsor 
Music: G J Elvey (1816-1893) 
Words: Latin Breviary hymn 
tr Robert Campbell (1814-1868)  
© Common Praise 2001 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty Creator, everliving God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
and lived as one of us. 
By his death on the cross, 
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin, 
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 
And now we give you thanks that you raised him to life triumphant, 
and exalted him in glory. 
By his victory over death, 
the reign of sin is ended, 
a new day has dawned, 
a broken world is restored 
and we are made whole once more. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
  
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 † Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
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Merciful God, we thank you  
for these gifts of your creation,  
this bread and wine,  
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,  
we who eat and drink them  
may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.  
 
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;  
and when he had given you thanks  
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,  
‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.’  
 
After supper, he took the cup,  
and again giving you thanks  
he gave it to his disciples, saying,  
‘Drink from this, all of you.  
This is my blood of the new covenant  
shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’  
 
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:  
proclaiming his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross,  
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming again,  
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,  
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice  
for the sins of the whole world.  
  
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
† Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
unite us in the body of your Son 
and bring us with all your people 
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into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never-ending praise: 
 
 Blessing and honour and glory and power 
 are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray, 
 

 Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, 
   your will be done, 
    on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
   and deliver us from evil. 
 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  
for we all share in the one bread. 

 
AGNUS DEI  
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us. 
 
This is the table of communion with the earth,  
in which Christ became incarnate  
So come to this table, those who have much faith  
and those who would like to have more;  
those who have been here often  
and those who have not been for a long time; 
those who have tried to follow Jesus;  
and we who have failed. 

 Come. 
 
Please stand if you wish 
 
POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE 
 
 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me  
 (John 10.27) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

 Eternal God, giver of life, 
in the breaking of the bread we know the risen Lord. 
May we who celebrate this holy feast 
walk in his risen light and bring new life to all creation. 

 
PRAYER OF SELF-OFFERING  
 

Most loving God, 
you send us into the world you love. 
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage 
in the power of your Spirit. 
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BLESSING 
 
Almighty God,  
who redeemed us  
through the resurrection of Christ,  
who raised us to newness of life  
through the waters of baptism, 
and has brought us out of slavery 
into everlasting freedom,  
give you joy and peace in faith  
and bring you to your eternal inheritance, 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
† the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
NOTICES 
 
DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: 
 In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN CP 156 “SING CHOIRS OF HEAVEN!”   
 
1  Sing choirs of heaven!  Let saints and angels sing! 

Around God’s throne exult in harmony. 
Now Jesus Christ is risen from the grave. 
Salute your King in glorious symphony. 

 
2  Sing choirs of earth! Behold, your light has come! 

The glory of the Lord shines radiantly. 
Lift up your hearts, for Christ has conquered death. 
The night is past; the day of life is here. 

 
3  Sing Church of God! Exult with joy outpoured! 

The gospel trumpets tell of victory won. 
Your Saviour lives: he’s with you evermore. 
Let all God’s people shout the long Amen. 

Tune: Woodlands  
Music: Walter Greatorex 
(1877-1949) 
Words: The Easter 
Proclamation 
© Common Praise 2001 
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POSTLUDE: RIDOUT: SCHERZO 
 
Liturgy from A Prayer Book for Australia © Broughton Publishing 1995. All 
Rights Reserved. The Scripture is from the New Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible, © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the USA. Used by permission.  
 
Additional prayers taken from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for 
the Church of England, © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 and published by 
Church House Publishing. 
 
Hymns used by permission CCLI Licence #421001. CCLI Licence 
#22055450 for live-streaming. 
 
Where there is a † in the liturgy, you are invited to make a sign of the 
cross if you wish. When the Gospel is read and we say “‡ Glory to you 
Lord Jesus Christ”, you are invited to make three tiny signs of the cross, 
on the forehead, on the lips and on the chest. This symbolises the Word 
of God in our minds, our words and our hearts. 
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DESIGN 
  
Imagine the self as a canyon in the making, 
   once solid, and then, ongoingly, 
     made more spacious, shaped by water, 
  
by wind, by forces beyond its control. 
   Whatever is sacred, I feel it in canyons, 
     these earthen temples to surrender— 
  
such holy architecture 
   with their deep and ancient silence, 
     with their steep and crumbling walls. 
  
How sacred the angle of light 
   as it enters from the rim and slants 
     through the belly of air. 
  
Sacred, too, the shadows, 
   like those most secret parts of ourselves 
     that never see light. 
  
When I think of the self as a canyon, 
   it is easier to believe I, too, 
     can be made more spacious 
  
through surrender, the shape of my life 
   an ever-changing record of where I resist 
     and where I release, 
  
oh this practice I am still learning 
   to trust, this erosion of self 
     into reverence. 
  
—Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer 
https://ahundredfallingveils.com/2025/03/30/design/ 
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