ST THEODORE’S, TOORAK GARDENS

CHRISTMAS SERVICE FOR CHILDREN
AND THE YOUNG AT HEART

24 DECEMBER 2024 3:30PM



WELCOME

St Theodore’s is an active, caring and supportive community which
values liturgy, prayer and preaching to sustain our daily lives, as we seek
to foster love, hope and justice to all. You are welcome here as you are,
embraced within God’s boundless love. It is good to have you here today
and we hope that you will feel at home.

PRAYING WITH CANDLES AND STONES

As you enter our church, there are two stations for prayer. One is an
invitation to light a candle, symbolising our praying for each other before
God. The other is an invitation to drop stones into a bowl of water,
symbolising letting go of something (or someone) weighing us down.

ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNION
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion and/or receive anointing
for healing at the back. Due to Covid precautions, intinction (dipping)

into the wine is prohibited.

If you do not wish to drink the wine, we invite you to pause briefly before the
chalice to acknowledge the sacramental presence.

LIVE-STREAMING

Our 9:30am Sunday Service is live-streamed on Facebook Live. During
administration of communion, the camera is adjusted so that no one
coming forward is visible online, but this cannot be guaranteed.

HEARING ASSISTANCE SYSTEM

We have a Hearing Assistance System available on Wi-Fi, usable with or
without hearing aids. Please ask the stewards for assistance.

Please email office@theodores.org to join our mailing list.




Please stand if you wish

PROCESSIONAL HYMN CP 66 - “ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY”

1 Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle-shed,
Where a mother laid her Baby
In a manger for His bed;
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little Child.

2 He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poorest of the earth
Was our holy Savior’s birth.

3 For he is our childhood’s pattern,
Day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us he knew;
And he feeleth for our sadness,
And he shareth in our gladness.

4 And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love,
For that Child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above;

And he leads his children on
To the place where he is gone.

5 Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by, _
we shall see him; but in heaven, ggg;I Frances Alexander © CP
Set at God’s right hand on high.
When like stars his children crowned
All in white shall wait around.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

As we gather in worship, we acknowledge the Kaurna People as the
traditional owners and custodians of this land.
May we walk together in harmony in a spirit of reconciliation.

INVOCATION AND GREETING

T Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME

OPENING SENTENCE

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. (John 1.1)

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Let us pray.

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please be seated



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Lord Jesus,
you came to reconcile us to one another
and to God the Father:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus,
you heal the wounds of sin and division.
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus,
you bring the Spirit of Life to our prisons of fear.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God,

who has promised forgiveness

to all who turn to him in faith:

T pardon you and set you free from all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness

and keep you in eternal life,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. = Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal God,

who made this most holy night

to shine with the brightness of your one true light:
bring us,

who have known the revelation of that light on earth,
to see the radiance of your heavenly glory;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Please stand if you wish.
READING: ISAIAH 9.2-3, 6

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
3 You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
6 For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL HYMN: CP 45 “AWAY IN A MANGER”

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.



3 Benear me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

Thomas Pestel © CP 2001
THE GOSPEL

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

The Holy Gospel according to John 1.1-14
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being,.
What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

¢ There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7” He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

SERMON



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the children around the world.

Loving God,

We pray for the children of Ukraine, Palestine, Israel, Syria, Sudan
and wherever there is war,

for all those suffering or afraid,

that you will be close to them and protect them.

May we walk in your ways
so that peace and justice
become a reality for all the world.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Dear Lord, Your Word talks about people in need finding safety.

We pray today for homeless people, that children and families in need
with no place to call home will be guided to places of peace and
security.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Dear God, thank you for this beautiful planet.

Bless it and keep it safe from harm. We pray for the protection of the
animals, the soil, air and water.

May we care for all you have made. Help us to love the Earth as you
do.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Conclusion:

Hear us Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please stand if you wish
THE GREETING OF PEACE

We are the body of Christ.
His Spirit is with us.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

NOTICES
OFFERTORY HYMN: CP 63 “O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM”

1 O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

2 O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to all on earth.
For Christ is born of Mary;
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.
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3 How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming,
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in;
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels,
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Phillips Brooks © CP 2001
our Lord Emmanuel!

Children will assist in the preparation of Holy Communion.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
Through your goodness

we have these gifts to share.

Accept and use our offerings for your glory

and for the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Lord of all life,

you created the universe,

where all living things reflect your glory.
You give us this great and beautiful earth,
to discover and to cherish.

You give us the fish in the sea,

the birds of the air,

and every plant and tree;

the life that sleeps in the winter earth,
and awakens again in the spring.

You made us all,

each wonderfully different,
to join with the angels

and sing your praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

T Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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We thank you, loving Father,

because, when we turned away,

you sent Jesus, your Son.

He gave his life for us on the cross

and shows us the way to live.

Send your Holy Spirit

that these gifts of bread and wine

may be for us Christ’s body and his blood.

On the night before he died,

when darkness had fallen,

Jesus took bread.

He gave thanks, broke it,

and shared it with his disciples, saying:
“This is my body, given for you.

Do this to remember me.’

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,

gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying:
“This is my blood, poured out for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins.’

So with this bread and this cup

we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.
As you feed us with these gifts,

send your Holy Spirit,

and change us more and more

to be like Jesus our Saviour.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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T Help us, to love one another,

as we look forward to that day

when suffering is ended,

and all creation is gathered in your loving arms.

And now with all your saints
we give you glory,

through Jesus Christ,

in the strength of the Spirit,
today and for ever.

Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.
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AGNUS DEI

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.
May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us.

This is the table of communion with the earth,
in which Christ became incarnate

So come to this table, you who have much faith
and you who would like to have more;

you who have been here often

and you who have not been for a long time;
you who have tried to follow Jesus;

and you who have failed;

Come.

Please stand if you wish

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Eternal God, giver of life,

in the breaking of the bread we know the risen Lord.
May we who celebrate this holy feast

walk in his risen light and bring new life to all creation.

Most loving God,

you send us into the world you love.

Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage
in the power of your Spirit.
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BLESSING

The peace of God which passes all understanding

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,

and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen .

Please stand if you wish
DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
In the name of Christ. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN TIS 303 “HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING”

1 Hark! the herald angels sing
glory to the new-born King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all you nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’.
Hark the herald angels sing
glory to the new-born King.

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin’s womb:
veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail the incarnate Deity,
pleased in human flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel.
Hark the herald angels sing
glory to the new-born King.
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3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings:
mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more need die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark the herald angels sing
glory to the new-born King. Charles Wesley © CP 2001

Liturgy from A Prayer Book for Australia © Broughton Publishing 1995.
All Rights Reserved. The Scripture is from the New Revised Standard
Version of the Bible, © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA. Used by permission.

Additional prayers taken from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for
the Church of England, © The Archbishops” Council 2000 and published by
Church House Publishing.

Hymns used by permission CCLI Licence #421001. CCLI Licence
#22055450 for live-streaming.

Where there is a t in the liturgy, you are invited to make a sign of the
cross if you wish. When the Gospel is read and we say “f{ Glory to you
Lord Jesus Christ”, you are invited to make three tiny signs of the cross,
on the forehead, on the lips and on the chest. This symbolises the Word
of God in our minds, our words and our hearts.
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